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old bad conditions of national isolation, to devise a
League to Enforce Peace, which would police the
world on behalf of international justice. Of such
ideals llr. Wilson was a declared champion. The
second was the conviction that this war was in very
truth America's war: that the Allies were fighting
for America's interests, the greatest of which was
the maintenance of public right. When Mr. Wilson
cleared the air by his demand for war aims he saw
very clearly that America's hour was drawing nigh.
Soon the essential differences between the two
countries was to leap into blinding clarity. For on
31st January Germany tore up all her former prom-
ises, and informed Washington that she was about to
enter upon an unrestricted submarine campaign.
The Rubicon had been reached, and there could be
no turning back. The German Ambassador was
handed his passports on 3rd February, and 3Ir. Gerard
summoned from Berlin. On the same day the
President announced to both Houses of Congress the
severance of diplomatic relations with Germany.

What he contemplated was an armed neutrality
which should stop short of war. An order was given
for the arming of American merchant ships. A week
later came overt acts of war on Germany's part.
Five American ships were sunk within a short space
of time with heavy loss of life. The defiance was
flagrant and unmistakable. The feeling against
Germany rose to fever heat. At last the country was
ripe for the final step. The special session of Con-
gress was advanced by a fortnight, and on 2nd April
Mr. Wilson asked it for a declaration of war. Under
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